Graphs of Polynomial Functions

* The degree of a polynomial function
Pa=ax"ta, X tea X" F 5+ gx? T dix +a,
determines the end behaviour as x approaches positive infinity (x — ) and as
x approaches negative infinity (x — —).

* The leading coefficient is the coefficient of the term that is used to determine the degree
of a polynomial function. It may be a positive number or a negative number.

* A polynomial function may be an odd-degree polynomial or an even-degree polynomial,
as shown in the chart.
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